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Yankee (n.)

1683, a name applied disparagingly by Dutch settlers in New Amsterdam (New York) to English
colonists in neighboring Connecticut. It may be from Dutch Janke, literally "Little John," diminutive
of common personal name Jan; or it may be from Jan Kes familiar form of "John Cornelius,"” or
perhaps an alteration of Jan Kees, dialectal variant of Jan Kaas, literally "John Cheese,"” the generic

nickname the Flemings used for Dutchmen.
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If This House Could Talk

Didn’t start iIn Newburyport, Massachusetts!
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Sheffield Historical Society

If This House

And More cifies...

If This House Could Talk Home Tour
Mesquite Nevada

Sheffield,
Massachusetts.
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Challenges



Challenge #1

o | don’t know how to find out the history of my house



Challenge #2

o |s history always right?



Challenge #3

Does your home have to be old to have a storye

Every home has a story no matter how old.



Stories

o A family story

o A story about something that happened while you've
ived there

o A story about a prior occupant
o Word of mouth
o The Internet, The Library, The Neighbors



Challenge #4

o Technology
o Website
o Map
o Map update



A Blog! Of Course!l And Facebook!
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Look inside If This House Could Talk - Newburyport 2018 «indle Edition
M _Hﬂb HOU)@ byJack.Santos(Athhor)--

(i()ut(i T(]Lk _ Be the first to review this item

Newburyport

> See all 2 formats and editions

Kindle Paperback
$2.99 $20.00 vprime
Read with Our Free App 1 New from $20.00

This book serves as a time capsule and documentation of the homes, and their stories, that participated
in the 2018 third annual “If This House Could Talk - Newburyport”

Kindle Feature Spotlight

A, A =
Read anywhere Explore Shaue renne
with your phone | =
or tablet. your Ad]ustable Type
!! s book. Learn more p
Length: 121 pages v Word Wise: Enabled Enhanced Typesetting: Enabled +

Page Flip: Enabled

Due to its large file size, this book may take longer to download

prime Give the gift of reading, now $19.99
book b,?x"'" Story time just got better with Prime Book Box, a subscription that delivers hand-picked children’s books every 1, 2, or 3
months — at 40% off List Price. Learn more
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Ton.zbstone telling of tragic event
in 1815 found buried here.

12 Merrill Street

George Au,
Usi %
in front of a gln \t::l;ov,:/:adl' 9 year old son of a prominent Newburyport family, apparently ran out
and tragically killed The::/ ng a parade OI'I State Street on Fehruary 14th, 1815 and was run over
The Newburyport H. ent was most likely a parade in celebration of the end of the War of 1812.
) erald is full of stories about the end of the war at that time.

We found la

s l;f;s::‘;‘::; h:‘SD:,DI:bs!one buried in our backyard. We later discovered that 12 Merrill

fombatosics rom b earlpl ably !.he workshop of Nathanial Davis, a stone carver who fashioned

from the days Nathantal y to the mid-1800s. Pieces of bluestone remain on the property, apparently

e ;Voll'::ed stone here. He and his brother Ira became well known and sold

TafoRaation ettt ingland and in later years had a stone yard at 76 Merrimac Street. (There is
e business in the Sturbridge Village archives online.)

Why was George”

family to rejec(g; Slf‘:llf ‘l:r0ken and buried? It might have been a flaw in the stone which caused the

in Oak Hill Ceme'u-r :S srokg,t and buried here and remains a mystery. The Wood family plot is

find another stone for Gea tate Street which wasn’t consecrated until 1842, We haven't been able to
¢ for George Augustus in the older cemeteries in Newburyport.

Obituary from the Newburyport Herald

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 34 1815
v L
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The whole stone inscription says:

Inscrutable are the ways of Providence!
Sacred to the memory of GEORGE AUGUSTUS
and promising son of

JOHN & ELIZABETH WOOD
Whose life, to the inexpressible grief
of his parents was instantly destroyed

- fatal accident amidst the

public rejoicing for Peace,
Feb. 14, 1815




39 Poardman St

E n 1995, 14 year old resident Joseph Tounsend mode front page
news after he threw o rock at Hapnter Joseph Cashman. Sadly,
Cashman died +he hext Momc'nj.
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67 Purchase Street '
ce Stevens House Circa 1774/1693

This Federal style house (high ceilings, hip roof, wide pine floors) with some Victorian
accents (bow front) was originally one of two ells (right angle extensions) symmetrically built
as part of the Lowell-Tracy-Johnson mansion at 203 High Street in Newburyport constructed
in 1774 (one year before the revolutionary war). This would tie its history to John Lowell,
Patrick Tracy, and Eleazer Johnson, all prominent figures in history. A mirror image of the
house can be seen today as part of the High Street estate (see photo below). This house was
moved (by oxen through Market Square) to its present site at 67 Purchase Street in 1893 (see
photos above) on land bought by J.S. Wallace in 1883 from the Hale family. It is believed that
the house was a wedding gift from Stevens to his bride, Mary. Supporting this story, the
initials "JW" are etched and still preserved on the old wavy glass of kitchen window panes,

Thanks to the Hale family who preserved the
land between the house and the Merrimac
River (currently known as Hale Memorial
Park), one has a seasonal view of the river.

Purchase Street is in the heart of Joppa Flats,
the south side section of Newburyport. In
the 1800's Joppa Flats was known for its
extensive clam shacks, providing clams to the
Boston area while the central part of the
town was known as a hub for clipper ship
construction. In the 1970's a major decision

was made by the city to preserve the historical richness of Newburyport, and today,

one can
see from High Street to the Market area, to the South side, how this effort led to one of the
most beautiful cities in the state.
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Country was new., asilversmith named

Joseph Moulton desired and built this
fouse for himsalf toliveon one side andl
his son,William_to live onfhie otherr~

and by, the silversmiff tought
his ‘SonWilliam, fhe craft, and togeth-

ar theymade ahandsome Livingand &

reputation for fhefinst in silver wares.

“,
TZ)O fundred years (afer, this
house is still owned and oceupied by
the Moulton descendants who contin-
uetoenjoy i (iving history, ifs secrets,
treasures ,and family lore. e~




The house was occupied by one extended family (Adams/nght/Johnson) from 33 Federal
1813 — 1957. The current owners only realized after living here for more than 30

years that they are cousins!!

My 5™ cousin (5X) Mary Little Knight in 1895. Me in the exact same spot 113 years later
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Chapel of Saint Peter in Joppa
65 Purchase Sireet

ty School was ordained &

1n church located or

ind the support of the es M. Mosele f Maudsiay) this structure, the

Chapel of St Pet y ynor of the many fisher vd clammers living in the neighborhood)

unday school for those living in what was t

Keep ir that time Newburyport was extremely divided economically and “Jop or what we now
ecognize as ‘the South End’ was where the poorest Newburyport residents, known as Jowr-alongs
carried out much of their lives separate from the wealthier ‘up-alongs’ living on or near High Street and
north of Lime Street

Thus the Chapel of St. Peter was an attempt by the Reverend Haywar d and the gregation of the First
Religious Society of Newburyport to reach those in Joppa less inclined to cross State Street to attend
services of the First Religious Society at the ‘mother church’ on Pleasant Stree

the result of (and in service to) economic/class boundaries the ct ipel
d Hayward who wrote,

Specifically he recognizes Miss Agnes Pike who he considered

Records show that Agnes was instrumental in creating and maintaining a sense of community
among those attending the chapel organizing trips to Plum Island, as we! s Christmas, Valentine, and
springtime parties.

As evidence of the class divisions which existed in Newburyport Agnes Pike reports in 1947 that after ten 5t
Peter’s parishioners attended a candlelight service at the Pleasant Street meeting house,

In 1949 Reverend Hayward retired and the First Religious Society of Newburyport sold St. Peter’s to Post 57
of the American Veterans of WWII to fund the first major renovation of the Pleasant Street church steeple
since its construction in 1801. In 1958 St. Peters became the Veterans of Foreign Wars Bradbury Doyle Post
1745 and in 1983 it was bought and converted into a home by Wade Goyetche who added an interior
balcony along with the shingled kitchen and tower addition

We (David and Deborah Davies) purchased the house from Wade in 2000 and with our children, Abigail and
Wesley have been working on and enjoying it ever since. Each Halloween and often while gardening we
enjoy hearing stories from people who mention voting or attending classes in our home One of the many
reasons we love this unique structure is that even though it is so different from the surrounding homes, its
scale and roof lines allow it to fit comfortably within the context of this special neighborhood!

Sources

A History of The First Religious Society, Newburyport, Massachusetts Volume 1, 1723-1933
A History of The First Religiou iety, Newburyport, Massachusetts Volume 2 1933-2001
Newburyport Public Library Archives

DAVID DAVIES DESIGN STUDIO
072518
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